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SJS Awareness Louisiana 
By Angela JEAN-BATISIE 

 

The LaCombe Family offer support and 

awareness to Stevens Johnsons Syndrome 

What it does to you is unimaginable. It basically 

burns your body from the inside out. 

Your insides slough, you’re skin, eyes, mouth, 

organs, fingernails, hair, and mucosal area are 

all affected. 

A person suffering from SJS or TENS may look as 

if they were in a house fire with 2nd or 3rd 

degree burns. 

It’s a sight that is heart wrenching, early 

detection and intervention is very critical. 

Stevens - Johnson syndrome (SJS) and TEN 

(Toxic Epidermal Necrolysis)-worse form of SJS, 

is a serious disorder in which your skin and 

mucous membranes react severely to 

medication or infection. 

Often, Stevens-Johnson syndrome begins with 

flu-like symptoms, followed by a painful red or 

purplish rash that spreads and blisters, 

eventually causing the top layer of your skin to 

die and shed. 

Stevens-Johnson syndrome (SJS) presents a 

medical emergency that requires hospitalization 

in intensive care, most likely a burn unit. 

Treatment focuses on eliminating the 

underlying cause, controlling symptoms and 

minimizing complication. 

Before SJS, Paige LaCombe was a normal 2nd 

grader at Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic School. 

In March of 2013, Paige suffered SJS TEN (worst 

form of SJS) with 80% of her body burned due 

to her medication. 

“Her body literally burned from the inside out, 

it has become life changing for us, “said Renee 

LaCombe. 

Since her diagnosis, Paige LaCombe had 

undergone nine surgeries, with more expected 

to follow. 

In 2013, the LaCombe family home was either 

at the hospital or the doctor’s office, Paige 

spent 2 ½ months fighting for her life at a Texas 

burn unit where all of her treatment was 

handled. 

“The sight of your child burning and fighting to 

live is something that we don’t want others to 

go thru, our mission is to spread awareness and 

educate others on detecting early symptoms,” 

said Renee LaCombe. 

The LaCombe family started the SJS Awareness 

Louisiana organization to be the voice for all 

who have suffered with SJS and TEN, with a 

mission to spread awareness of early detection 

and warning signs. 

“We want others to understand that this can 

happen to anyone, education in early detection 

is KEY,” said Renee LaCombe. 

Since forming the organization, the LaCombe’s 

have reached out to several families that had it 

either before or unfortunately after their 

daughter. 

“We have supported one another emotionally 

or for medical direction, this syndrome they say 

isn’t seen often, but since forming our 
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organization, we hear about cases daily all over 

the world,” said Renee LaCombe. 

“We have received the proclamation declaring 

August SJS Awareness month for the State of 

Louisiana from Governor Bobby Jindal, and City 

President Joey Durel,” said Renee LaCombe. 

SJS Awareness Louisiana has amazing sponsors 

and tons of support from the community. 

Buffalo Wild Wings and Office Hours Sandwich 

Shop; a local business hosted a give back night 

for SJS Awareness Louisiana, donating 20% of 

the sales for each day on March 26th and April 

11th of this year. 

Hosting the Give Back Night has helped SJS 

Awareness Louisiana get on their feet to help 

spread awareness. 

With these generous contributions, SJS 

Awareness Louisiana will host a 1K/5K run set 

for Saturday, August 23rd at Scott Park. 

Run to Spread SJS Awareness will begin at 9:00 

a.m. with a 1K ($20) fun run, with a 5K ($25) fun 

run to follow. 

Anyone interested in running to spread 

awareness can register online at 

www.sjslouisiana.com or on the day of the race 

from 7:30 – 8:30 a.m. 

Proceeds from the event will go to SJS Louisiana 

to help local Louisiana families that are in need. 

“Treatment for SJS is very expensive. SJS isn’t 

something that you are healed with and 

released, but deal with the after affect for the 

rest of your life,” said Renee Lacombe. 

“You put your trust in the medical professionals 

and take something to help you or your child, 

and then have something like this happen. It’s 

unexplained, most of the time misdiagnosed 

and no warning signs. SJS has completely 

changed our lives,” she added. 

Stevens Johnson Syndrome (SJS) isn’t 

something you get better from, it’s life 

changing. 

The LaCombe family has learned through this 

terrible event to turn it into something positive. 

Spreading awareness allows survivors a chance 

to share their stories, provide support, and 

hopefully save another person’s life. 

For more information and to help spread 

awareness visit the official website 

www.sjslouisiana.com or their like page on 

facebook.com/SjsAwarenesswalkLouisiana 
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